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Sunshine and Snow  
 
 As the New Year brought with it one of the coldest and snowiest win-

ters for some time, it makes one ask whether we have more to come. Appar-

ently óIf February give much snow, A fine summer it doth foreshowô, 

(English Proverb) - so I personally hope we see a bit more before the month 

is outða lovely hot summer would make this chilly winter worthwhile! 

There is lots of old proverbs and sayings about the weather, most fairly self 

explanatory: óClear moon, frost soonô, but others are less so: óWhen seabirds 

fly to land there truly is a storm at handô, (despite seeing seagulls over the 

village most days we seem to have a lack of storms behind them!).  

 February 2nd is Candlemas Day, a favourite for old school weather 

lore, so here is one to think on: 

If Candlemas Day be fair and bright 

Winter will have another fight. 

If Candlemas Day brings cloud and rain, 

Winter wonôt come again. 

 Whatever February brings us weather wise there are lots of events and 

activities in and around the village to enjoy, and of course plenty of articles 

in this months magazine to keep you interested. Please do get in touch with  

articles, poems, art, or event listings you would like to see in the magazineð

we would love to hear from you! 

Laura SandsðEditor 

 
 

MARCH CONTRIBUTIONS BY 15TH  FEBRUARY PLEASE.  

51 Main St, Hockwold   sands_laura@hotmail.com 

T: 01842 829079 
(items received after this date cannot be guaranteed to be included, 

Laura SandsðEditor 

T: 01842 829079,  email: sands_laura@hotmail.com 

Sheila OôBrienðAdvertising and Editorial  

T: 01842 827141,  email: sheila.obrien2@virgin.net 

Linda  ArbourðDistribution 

T: 01842 827217,  email: arbours@maltslane.fsnet.co.uk 

 If you would like to advertise in the magazine for as  

little as £4 per month please contact: 

      Sheila OôBrien on     01842 827141 



Parish Council  
Tuesday 12th January 2010 

 

Present:  Mrs .P Raburn, Mr.T Fothergill, Mr.T Gossage, Mrs. T Sismey, 

  Mrs. L Arbour. Mr D Baker. 

                 P.C.S.O, s Ester Bortz, Claire Laws, 

                 Borough Councillors Mr. M Storey, Mr. Adrian Lawrence 
 

Apologies:  Mr. M Denney, Mrs M Eade, Mrs. D Barrett, Squadron Leader   

  Neild, NCC  Tony White. 
 

 PCSO Bortz informed us that there have been several thefts of oil from 

domestic tanks, in surrounding areas, although Hockwold has not yet been 

targeted. We must keep watch and report any suspicious behaviour to the 

police immediately. This is a common crime this time of year, often targeting 

the elderly and vulnerable; who can least afford to replace oil stolen. 

 After a recent break in at the village allotments, we have been ask to 

advise everyone who leaves anything of value in their sheds to mark all their 

items with their names or post codes, of course this also applies to those of us 

who leave valuables in garden sheds, it would appear that the more we de-

face an item ourselves, the less likely it is to be stolen. 

 Street lighting policy-introduction of part night lighting: 

 County councillors will soon decide whether to allow part night light-

ing to be introduced. This will enable lights to be switched of between the 

hours of Midnight to 5am (or 1am to 6am during British summer time). 

The only two roads to be effected by this in Hockwold will be Lakelands and 

Boundary Close. If you feel this action is to have an impact in these areas 

that you would like to bring to the councilôs attention you can do this by e-

mail to p&t.consultation@norfolk.gov.uk or contact John Longhurst at Nor-

folk County Council at 0344-800-8020. 

 The next Parish Council Meeting will be held at 7.30pm on Tuesday 

February 9th in the Methodist Chapel, South Street, Hockwold. 
 

Pat RaburnðChairman 

Every gardener knows that under the cloak of winter lies a miracle ...  

a seed waiting to sprout, a bulb opening to the light, a bud straining 

to unfurl.    

And the anticipation nurtures our dream. 
-   Barbara Winkler 



HOCKWOLD METHODIST CHURCH  
 

Preachers appointed for Sunday morning worship at 11am as follows: 

7th Feb. Mr. Ray Sayer 

14th Feb. Mrs. Janet Browne 

21st Feb. Rev. Barrie Morris 

28th Feb. No preacher, just informal service together. 

7th March Mrs. Elizabeth Morris 

 

Flower Arrangers 

Silk floral arrangements will be used during winter 

months. 

 

 Margaret Allsop 

HOCKLOT  
 

Unfortunately Hocklot  will no longer continue due to lack of support.    

However, our last winners were 1st Prize of £24.30 to Carol Brown, 2nd Prize 

of £12.15 to Keith Mansey, and 3rd Prize of £4.05 to Gwen Marchant. 

 

A big thank you must go to all the participants of Hocklot which has helped 

in securing the funding for the new kitchen and roof and raising much 

needed funds for various projects in the Village Hall.     

HOCKWOLD W.I.  
 

 Our January meeting was cancelled due to bad weather. The next meet-

ing will be on Wednesday 3rd February when our speaker will be Nicola 

Jackson from the East Anglia Childrenôs Hospice. The competition óA Teddy 

Bearô 

 We have a varied programme arranged for 2010 such as óAntiques 

Roadshowô and Pearly Kings and Queensô. We would love to see some new 

faces at our meetings and a warm welcome awaits you. 

 We meet at the Village Hall on the first Wednesday of the month at 

7.30p.m. 

Anne Dyke 



St Jamesô Church Services:  

February - March, 2010 

 

Rector: The Rev Joan Horan, BA 

 

             

 

February 7   Second Sunday before Lent 

  Holy Communion: The Rector   9.15 a.m. 

  OT:  Sue Annear:   Genesis 2: 4b-9 & 15-end 

  Epistle: Janis Hardwick:  Revelation Chapter 4 

  Gospel: The Rector:   Luke 8: 22-25 

  Intercessions:  Graham Whitaker 

  Sidesman:  Paul Laedlein 

 

February 14   Sunday Next before Lent 

  Holy Communion: The Rev John Terry  9.15 a.m. 

  OT:  Colin Holman:  Exodus 34: 29-end 

  Epistle: Pat Mansey:   2 Corinthians 3: 12 - 4: 2 

  Gospel: Keith Mansey:  Luke 9: 28-43a 

  Intercessions:  Rev JA Terry 

  Sidesman:  Colin Holman 

 

February 17   Ash Wednesday 

  Holy Comunion: The Rector   7.30 p.m. 

  OT:  Sue Annear:   Isaiah 58: 1-12 

  Epistle: Graham Whitaker:        2 Corinthians 5: 20b - 6: 10 

  Gospel: The Rector:  Matthew 6: 1-21 or John 8: 1-11 

  Intercessions:  Leslie Hardwick 

  Sidesman:  Pat Mansey 

 

February 21   First Sunday of Lent 

  Holy Communion: The Rector   11.00 a.m. 

  OT:  Peter Cowper:  Deuteronomy 26 1-11 

  Epistle: Ann Cowper:   Romans 10: 8b-13 

  Gospel: The Rector:   Luke 4: 1-13 

  Intercessions:  Graham Whitaker 

  Sidesman:  Peter Cowper 

 

February 28   Second Sunday of Lent 

  Holy Communion: The Rev John Terry  9.15 a.m. 

  OT:  Colin Holman:  Genesis 15: 1-12 & 17-18 

  Epistle: Janis Hardwick:  Philippians 3: 17 - 4: 1 

  Gospel: Daphne Young:  Luke 13: 31-end 

  Intercessions:  Rev JA Terry 

  Sidesman:  Keith Mansey 



March 7   Third Sunday of Lent 

  Holy Communion: The Rev John Terry  9.15 a.m. 

  OT:  Paul Laedlein:  Isaiah 55: 1-9 

  Epistle: Karen Laedlein:  1 Corinthians 10: 1-13 

  Gospel: Leslie Hardwick:  Luke 13: 1-9 

  Intercessions:  Graham Whitaker 

  Sidesman:  Graham Whitaker 

-------------------------------------------------------------------   
  

Rotas   Cleaning    Flowers 
Jan 30: Mrs Hardwick & Mrs Young  Mrs K Mann 

Feb 13: Mrs Arnold     No flowers in Lent 

Feb 27: Mr Mansey & Mrs Roe 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------ 

At the time of writing, the snow lies thick upon the ground and, although the main 

roads are clear, the side roads and paths remain in the grip of frozen snow and ice.  

In the forest the tracks are covered in three or four inches of snow and the trees have 

all their branches decorated with a beautiful snowy-white lace.  Walking for the hu-

mans is not easy but the dog leaps over the drifted snow with a lightness and ele-

gance reminiscent of the deer, and then, snuffling and digging under the snow, she 

catches the scent of some small creature and is anxious to uncover it for a play ses-

sion.  Humans must be the only species who complain: the rest of creation goes 

about its existence, exulting in the gift of life.  As consolation to us, here are two 

poems which point to the assurance that winter will surrender its icy grip to the 

milder weather of spring.  Thatôs what the birds and flowers are trying to tell us! 

   

 Splish, splosh, February-fill -the-dyke, 

 Sleet in the wind, mud underfoot. 

 What hint, you ask, of spring?  But trust 

 The honest mistle-thrush, who shouts his song 

 And builds his nest - and trust the aconite and crocus, 

 Bright as wicks of thread which now are lighted up 

 For ceremonials of Candlemas.   John Heath-Stubbs 

 

    The snow has melted now, 

    Uncovered on the lawn 

    Lies the holly that we threw 

    Out when the year was done. 

    The crimson berries glow 

    Brilliant against the green, 

    And on a sculptured bough 

    Hard, black as ebony, 

    A robin-redbreast flings  

    Into the winter sky 

    His little sparks of song 

    Like promises of Spring. 

       Douglas Gibson 



 

Thoughts from St Jamesõ  
 

Churchwardens 
 

A most interesting book received for Christmas was Roy 

Strongôs publication of 2007, entitled A Little History of the 

English Country Church. (pub. Vintage, 2008).  In it, instead 

of concentrating on the country church as an architectural and 

aesthetic treasure house, in the manner of authors like Pevsner and Simon 

Jenkins, he attempts to flesh out the life of the church through the activities of 

its parishioners, officials and priests.  The result is that we gain an insight into 

how the church became the centre of medieval village life and learn how the 

changes in religious thought throughout the centuries affected the role of the 

church and the attitude of people to it. 
 

Voluntary lay involvement in the middle ages consisted largely in óguildsô - 

formations of men and women who came together to maintain a particular 

chapel or altar inside the parish church: in the 1530s Bressingham had two, 

supported by income from land bequeathed in 1460 and a herd of 300 cows! 
 

In this extract, Strong outlines the duties of churchwardens: 
 

óThe fourteenth and fifteenth centuries also reveal the importance of church-

wardens - whose role had been created in 1129 at the Council of London - for 

we have the first surviving accounts from that period.  Generally two wardens 

were elected annually - women were not excluded - who were responsible for 

the fabric of the main body of the church, for its security (it was locked at 

night) and for the provision of all the items needed to maintain the liturgy, 

including the cleaning, repair and replacement of vestments.  Often they 

would have deputies, called light wardens, whose task it was to maintain the 

lights in the church and look after the store of candles.  The churchwardensô 

responsibility also extended to the maintenance of the churchyard, including 

seeing that anyone whose animals grazed on it was prosecuted.  In the case of 

a major building project, their financial responsibility would have been con-

siderable.  They had to pay both the parish clerk and the sexton and to keep 

the accounts.  In addition, they were in charge of poor relief.  Money, there-

fore, had to be raised and, although there might be a levy on the parish, it was 

most likely to come from the sale of church ales.  The churchwardens bought 

in large amounts of malt which was brewed into ale; it was a virtual norm that 

each church had its brew house.  At certain festive periods of the year there 

would be a church-ale sale, in effect a parish drinking party, the proceeds of 

which helped to maintain the church.ô  
 

St Jamesô Church to take over the Red Lion?  Now thereôs a thought! 
 

LFJ Hardwick 



Lawson - Eileen  

 Her family would like to thank everyone who 

sent cards, letters and messages of sympathy follow-

ing their sad loss. Thank you to Michael  Denney & 

Sons Funeral Services for the excellent funeral ar-

rangements and  the Rev Joan Horan for the lovely 

service. A big thank you to all who braved the  

weather to attend and the donations  for Cancer Re-

search UK amounting to  £793.40 to date. Special 

thanks to all medical staff concerned especially Ruth  

Wilkins. 

FEBRUARY 
The name February is believed to have derived from the name 'Februa' taken 

from the Roman 'Festival of Purification'.  The root 'februo' meaning  to 'I purify 

by sacrifice'.  As part of the seasonal calendar February is the time of the 'Ice 

Moon' according to Pagan beliefs, and the period described as the 'Moon of the 

Dark Red Calf' by Black Elk.  February has also been known as 'Sprout-kale' by 

the Anglo-Saxons in relation to the time the kale and cabbage was edible. 

Wan February with weeping cheer, 

Whose cold hand guides the youngling year 

Down misty roads of mire and rime, 

Before thy pale and fitful face 

The shrill wind shifts the clouds apace 

Through skies the morning scarce may climb. 

Thine eyes are thick with heavy tears, 

But lit with hopes that light the year's. 
-  Algernon Charles Swinburne, A Year's Carols: February 



GENERAL KNOWLEDGE CROSSWORD  130 

ACROSS   
1. Breakfast cereal.  5. Warning.  8. Hot drink.  9. Wig.  11. People.  13. 

Golf peg.  14. Exaggerate.  16. A Spanish dance.  17. Prompt.  18. Female 

relative.  22. Another female relative.  23. Waste time, be slow.  24. Re-

cede.  25. Long white-fleshed gourd eaten as a vegetable.  28. Against.  31. 

Insanity.  32. Bricklayerôs tool. 

DOWN 
1. Approach or procedure.   2. Large, flightless, fast running Australian 

bird.   3. Frozen water.  4. Skin condition causing  irritation & blistering.  5. 

Strike gently.  6. Snake-like  fish with slender body.  7. Wealthy, powerful, 

business person .  10. Boundary line enclosing  an area or object.  12. Part 

of a church  steeple below the spire.  15. Unit of weight (approx. 28 grams).  

16. Construct.  19. Warm blooded vertebrate animal.  20. Someone who 

owes money.    21. Tall prickly Eurasian plant with purple flowers.  26. 

Move swiftly.  27. Method or approach.  28. Large tank or tub.  29. Adult 

female pig. 

                                                                                                        Ted Peters 
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SUDOKU 

Solutions for February Crossword 
 Sudoku  will be in March edition of the Village 

Magazine. 

JANUARY  SUDOKU 

         

     1 6   

3 9    5  8  

 3     8 2  

4 8  1 6     

 1 9  5     

8 4  3      

  3 7 2 9 4   

  2  4  1   

3 5 4 6 7 8 9 2 1 

5 1 6 3 2 1 4 5 7 

7 1 2 4 5 9 3 6 8 

1 2 9 7 4 3 6 8 5 

4 7 8 9 6 5 1 3 2 

6 3 5 1 8 2 7 9 4 

5 4 7 2 3 6 8 1 9 

2 6 1 8 9 7 5 4 3 

8 9 3 5 1 4 2 7 6 

CROSSWORD 128 SOLUTION 
ACROSS 
1. Unaware.  4. Timpani.  8. Cabinet.  

9. Overlap.  11. Nettle.  13. Kilter.   15. 

Rinse.   16. Image.   17. Drake.   18. 

Modem.  20. Ignite.  22. Aslant.  24. 

Naivety.  25. Proverb.  26. Learned.  

27. Swaddle. 

DOWN 

1. Unconditional.   2. Whist.   3. 

Reefer.  5. Invoke.   6. Peril.  7. Imper-

ceptible.    10. Kingdom.    12. Twain.    

14. Tiara.    18. Mettle.  19. Marrow.  

21. Invar.  23. Livid. 



BOOK SALE  
 

If you have any unwanted Books/DVDõs/or 
CDõs we would be happy to collect or you can 

deliver to the Village Hall on:  
 Saturday 6th  February between 10 ð12.  

Also if you would like a table please contact:  

 
         Rebecca  Johns   01842 827268 
   Sheila  OõBrien   01842 827141 

Weeting Gun Club 
 

Start of the new season 
Sunday 31st January 2pm 

 

Practice Shoot 
New Members welcome 

 

For more information please contact::  
Tony Challiss on 01842 812343 



          HELP WANTED!  
We are in need of volunteers to help out with The Mini Market.  

     If you can spare the odd Saturday morning please contact: 

                    Rebecca Johns on 01842 827268 

 

HOCKWOLD  
 

ððððððððððððððððððððððððððððïðð 
 

DIARY DATES 
 

FRIDAY  12 MARCH 2010 

Creative Arts East  ñFLAMINô DAMESò                     Cabaret 

Glamour, style and top class musical sound ï a rich mix of vocal repertoire 

from grand opera to toe-tapping musicals, well known hits  plus specially 

written material. 

Two versatile and classy performers who combine drama, movement and 

comedy with great singing that makes this a treat for all ages and tastes. 

 

SATURDAY 24 APRIL  

Eastern Angles   ñTHE LONG WAY HOMEò. 

You have seen and enjoyed them before and this promises to be another ex-

cellent production by this very talented Theatre Company. 

 

SATURDAY 22 MAY (tbc) 

Jo King and Alexi  ñSWINGERS IN SUSPENDERSò   Cabaret 

An evening with Frank Sinatra and his friends. 

 

Tickets will be on sale in the Hockwold Post Office, Village Stores, or 

Manestreak. 

 

       Ann  827713     Rebecca 827268       Joan 828189 
 

**Kindly assist us by reserving your table/seat in advance ï tickets can then 

be paid for on the door.  So important for cabaret events and your considera-

tion is much appreciated. 



              HOCKWOLD  
     BOOK SALE  
     (including  DVDõs & CDõs) 
     

    Sunday 7th February  
      Village Hall, Hockwold  

    10am ð3pm   
 
     In aid of  
 The Village Hall Table & Chair Fund  

    
 
 
 
 
        
  
       Refreshments available. 



 

 

 

 

For all parents and children who will be 

starting school  

September 2010.  

 

Come and have a cup of tea while your 

child plays.  

 

Every Friday 1.30 ñ2.30 pm  

at Hockwold School.  

 

Any queries, please ring  

(01842) 828275  

A WORD FROM WEETING WEENIES  
 

Hello from your local Toddler Group!  We are a friendly and so-
cial group who would love to see some new faces!  If you have a 

Wednesday morning free and your little one needs to let off 
some steam, or if you have a baby and fancy a cup of tea and a 
chat, then we would love to see you!   We meet every week be-
tween 10am and 12 on a Wednesday morning in Weeting Vil-
lage Hall.  All Preschool children are invited and we are even 
open during the school holidays when we also welcome chil-

dren of school age.  
And the 1 st session is Free!  

We have arts and crafts sessions on the last Wednesday of the 
month when the children get a chance to get creative and make 

and paint.  This month we will be making Valentine themed 
items with the littlies.  

We also enjoy regular outings to Fun2play in Thetford and the 
Rare Breeds Farm at Stow Bardolph.  

We hope that you are sticking to your New Years resolutions 
without too much trouble and would like to wish you a Happy 

Valentines Day!  



 

 

 
  

with Chrissie  

Lakenheath Village Hall  

Wednesdays  

12 noon till 1pm  

 Start date, cost, etc., from  

Anne Cross on: 01842 860038  

email:aesapsford@btinternet.com  

  FREE HORSE MANURE  

        Cowles Drove.  

  Available bagged up ready for collection.     

   Please help yourself. 

St. Jamesô Church, Hockwold 

WANTED  
Would you like to keep the bells of St. Jamesô Church, 

Hockwold ringing? Can you come along on a Monday 

evening between 8pm and 9pm? Can you climb a stone 

spiral staircase? If so, then a warm welcome awaits you , 

but children must be accompanied by an adult. 

For further details, telephone  

Sue Annear (01842) 815430 



MINI MARKET  
 

 Every Saturday   
9am to 10.30am  

Hockwold Village Hall 
 We desperately need more    
people to help run the store. 

Rebecca Johns 
T: 01842 827268 

  MOTHER & TODDLER 

GROUP 
 A  chance for you and your child 

to meet new people.  
 

Please phone 
Cam for details  

 

 01842 827288  

HOCKWOLD VILLAGE CLUB  
Main Street, Hockwold 

Activities include 

CRICKET, BOWLS, DARTS, POOL, BINGO, CRIB, WHIST  
 

Your Club needs your support to survive during these difficult  

economic times. Please support it. 

Club facilities are available to members for functions such as birthday 

parties (child or adult), christenings, anniversaries, etc. 

Itôs FREE if your event takes place during normal opening hours! 

Outside normal hours a small charge applies. 

QUIZ  7TH FEBRUARY  

             WHIST       10TH & 24TH FEBRUARY  

NO BINGO UNTIL EASTER  
  

 Members and Friends welcome 

Membership £5 per year;  OAP £2.50 per year Juniors  £2.50 per year 



WHATõS ONñFEBRUARY 2010  

Mon 1st AerobicsðVillage Hallð7.30pm  
Bell RingingðSt. Jamesð8pm 
RunningðLynnsportð6.30pm-7.30pm 

Tues 2nd Badmintonï King Edward VII School, Kings Lynnð7.30pm-
9pm 
Table TennisðMethwold High Schoolð7.30pmð8.30pm 

Wed 3rd Friendship Club MeetingðVillage Hall ï2pm  
YogaðLakenheath Village Hallð12noon 
W.I.ðVillage Hallð7.30pm 
BadmintonðMethwold High Schoolð7pm-8.30pm 

Thurs 4th Art For PleasureðWeeting Village Hallð10.30am 

Fri 5th Little AcornsðHockwold Schoolð1.30pmð2.30pm 

Sat 6th Mini MarketðVillage Hallð9am 
GolfðMiddleton Hallð11am-noon 

Sun 7th QuizðVillage Club 
Hockwold Book SaleðVillage Hallð10am-3pm 
RSPB LakenheathðGuided Walkð2pm-5pm 
Table TennisðLynnsportð6.30pm-8pm 

Mon 8th AerobicsðVillage Hallð7.30pm  
Bell RingingðSt. Jamesð8pm 

Tues 9th Parish CouncilðMethodist Chapelð7.30pm 

Wed 10th YogaðLakenheath Village Hallð12noon 
WhistðVillage Club 

Thurs 11th Art For PleasureðWeeting Village Hallð10.30am 

Fri 12th Little AcornsðHockwold Schoolð1.30pmð2.30pm 

Sat 13th Mini MarketðVillage Hallð9am 
RSPB Lakenheathð1/2 Term Activitiesð10am-4pm 

 

For rubbish collection dates  

refer to your Borough Council 

of Kings Lynn & West Norfolk  

 



WHATõS ONñFEBRUARY 2010  

Sun 14th Valentines Day 
Chinese New Year 
RSPB Lakenheathð1/2 Term Activitiesð10am-4pm 
RSPB LakenheathðLove Nature Quizð7.30pm-9.30pm 

Mon 15th Magazine Deadline 
AerobicsðVillage Hallð7.30pm  
Bell RingingðSt. Jamesð8pm 
RSPB Lakenheathð1/2 Term Activitiesð10am-4pm 

Tues 16th Shrove TuesdayðPancake Day 
RSPB Lakenheathð1/2 Term Activitiesð10am-4pm 

Wed 17th Ash Wednesday 
Friendship Club MeetingðVillage Hall ï2pm  
YogaðLakenheath Village Hallð12noon 
RSPB Lakenheathð1/2 Term Activitiesð10am-4pm 

Thurs 18th Art For PleasureðWeeting Village Hallð10.30am 
RSPB Lakenheathð1/2 Term Activitiesð10am-4pm 

Fri 19th Little AcornsðHockwold Schoolð1.30pmð2.30pm 
RSPB Lakenheathð1/2 Term Activitiesð10am-4pm 

Sat 20th Mini MarketðVillage Hallð9am 
RSPB Lakenheathð1/2 Term Activitiesð10am-4pm 
RSPB LakenheathðBuild A Box For Birdsð10am-4pm 

Sun 21st RSPB Lakenheathð1/2 Term Activitiesð10am-4pm 

Mon 22nd AerobicsðVillage Hallð7.30pm  
Bell RingingðSt. Jamesð8pm 

Tues 23rd  

Wed 24th YogaðLakenheath Village Hallð12noon 
WhistðVillage Club 

Thurs 25th Art For PleasureðWeeting Village Hallð10.30am 

Fri 26th Little AcornsðHockwold Schoolð1.30pmð2.30pm 

Sat 27th Mini MarketðVillage Hallð9am 

Sun 28th  



RSPB Lakenheath  

Fen Nature Reserve 
 Whatõs On In February 2010 

 

World Wetlands Day Guided Walk  

Sunday 7                                                                          2 ɬ 5 pm 

Celebrate World Wetlands Day by joining the wardens on a walkabout.  Discover 

how arable land was transformed into a wetland haven for wildlife at Lakenheath 

Fen.  Highlights might include over -wintering ducks, marsh harriers, deer and if we 

are lucky, bearded tits. 
 

Love Nature Quiz  

Sunday 14       7.30 ɬ 9.30 pm 

6ÏÌÛÏÌÙɯàÖÜɯÓÖÝÌɯ5ÈÓÌÕÛÐÕÌɀÚɯ#ÈàɯÖÙɯÏÈÛÌɯÐÛȮɯÐÍɯàÖÜɯÈÙÌɯÚÐÕÎÓÌɯÖÙɯÏÈÝÌɯÉÌÌÕɯÔÈÙÙÐÌËɯ

for years, spend the evening with us competing to be quiz champion. There will be 

ÈɯÝÈÙÐÌÛàɯÖÍɯÙÖÜÕËÚɯÐÕÊÓÜËÐÕÎɯÊÜÙÙÌÕÛɯÌÝÌÕÛÚȮɯÕÈÛÜÙÌɯÈÕËɯÈɯÓÐÛÛÓÌɯ5ÈÓÌÕÛÐÕÌɀÚɯ#ÈàɯÏÐÚɪ

tory, plus local refreshments. 
 

Fun In The Fens: Half -Term Activities  

Saturday 13-Sunday 21                                                 10am-4pm every day   

Every day in the half -term break there will be free, hands-on, guided activities for 

families at the visitor centre. Please phone for further details. Free, no need to book  
 

Build A Box For Birds  

Saturday 20              Drop in between 10 am ɬ 4 pm 

(ÛɀÚɯ-ÈÛÐÖÕÈÓɯ-ÌÚÛɯ!Ößɯ6ÌÌÒɯÚÖɯÊÖÔÌɯËÖÞÕɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯÙÌÚÌÙÝÌɯÈÕËɯÔÈÒÌɯàÖÜÙɯÖÞÕɯÕÌÚÛɯ

box to take home. Discover which birds might use it as a home and how to look af-

ter it. £6 per nest box. No need to book. 
 

Costs 

Unless otherwise stated, events are £4 for adults, £2 for children.  Events are 

half-price for RSPB members. 

Other Information  

Most events have outdoor components so please dress appropriately.   

Stout-footwear and warm, waterproof clothing are strongly recommended.  

We suggest you bring a torch to evening events. 
 

For all enquiries and bookings, please contact:  

David White, Information Officer,  

Tel: 01842 863400. Email: Lakenheath@rspb.org.uk 

RSPB Lakenheath Fen Nature Reserve, Station Road, Lakenheath, Brandon,  

IP27 9AD. 



 Sing, and the (bird) world sings with you ! 
 

'ÜÔÈÕɯÉÌÐÕÎÚɯÛÈÓÒȮɯËÖÎÚɯÉÈÙÒȮɯÊÈÛÚɯÔÌÞȱɯ(ɯÊÖÜÓËɯÎÖɯÖÕȭɯ3ÏÌÚÌɯÈÙÌɯÚÖÔÌɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ

ways that animals communicate with eachother. You may ask how do birds com-

municate with each other? They sing of course! 

  Birds could out -ÚÐÕÎɯ$ÓÛÖÕɯ)ÖÏÕɯÖÙɯ3ÖÔɯ)ÖÕÌÚȭɯ(ÍɯÛÏÌÙÌɯÞÈÚɯÈÕɯɁ7ɯ%ÈÊÛÖÙɂɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ

natural world, the birds would win it!  

  By February, most of our resident birds have started singing. I will now introduce 

you to the songs of some of our most familiar birds. We will begin with the Robin. 

The Robin is moreorless the only bird that sings all year. It has a wistful, melodic 

song. They are even known to sing at night, when they sing under the artificial 

light of streetlights (this often accounts for people claiming they have heard Night-

ingales singing in towns at night!)  

  Another beautiful songster is the blackbird. Blackbirds romantically enough usu-

ally start singing on or around Valentines Day. Their song is a fluty, melodic whis-

tle, which is a familiar sound to most of us (even if we are not sure what it is!) It 

can be heard from as early as 4am on light mornings when the days get longer. 

  3ÏÐÚɯÉÙÐÕÎÚɯÜÚɯÕÌÈÛÓàɯÖÕɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯØÜÌÚÛÐÖÕɯɁÞÏàɯËÖɯÔÖÚÛɯÉÐÙËÚɯÚÛÈÙÛɯÚÐÕÎÐÕÎɯÈÛɯÛÏÐÚɯ

ÛÐÔÌɯÖÍɯàÌÈÙȳɂɯ3ÏÌɯÈÕÚÞÌÙɯÐÚȮɯÈÚɯÛÏÌɯÉÓÈÊÒÉÐÙËɯÏÈÚɯÈÓÙÌÈËàɯÏÐÕÛÌËȮɯÓÖÝÌȭɯ3ÏÌɯÚÖÜÕËɯ

of birds singing at this time of year signifies the males singing as hard as they can 

ÐÕɯÈÕɯÈÛÛÌÔ×ÛɯÛÖɯÍÐÕËɯÈɯÔÈÛÌȭɯ6ÌÓÓȮɯÐÍɯàÖÜɀÝÌɯÎÖÛɯÐÛȮɯÍÓÈÜÕÛɯÐÛȵɯ3ÏÌɯÍÌÔÈÓÌÚɯÞÐÓÓɯÖÕÓàɯ

pick those males who they decide have the best song, so the males had better start 

practicing as soon as possible! 

  The chaffinch, another common bird, has a song that signifies the sound of the 

coming of spring more that any other for me.  The reason why is that throughout 

my youth, even before I knew what it was, I always associated the descending trill 

of the chaffinch with spring and summer days of relaxing and picnicking out-

doors. The sound has been said to follow the rhythm a bowler on a cricket pitch 

running up and delivering a ball to the batsmen!  

  There are so many other songs that I could tell you about, but unfortunately, I 

ËÖÕɀÛɯÏÈÝÌɯÚ×ÈÊÌȭɯ(ɯÞÐÓÓɯÑÜÚÛɯÛÌÓÓɯàÖÜɯÛÖɯÓÐÚÛÌÕɯÖÜÛɯÍÖÙɯÛÏÌɯÚÛÙÐËÌÕÛɯɁÛÌÈÊÏÌÙȮɯÛÌÈÊÏÌÙɂɯ

ÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÎÙÌÈÛɯÛÐÛȮɯÛÏÌɯËÌÓÐÊÈÛÌɯɁ×ÐÌÊÌÚɯÖÍɯÌÐÎÏÛɂɯÖÍɯÈɯÉÓÜÌɯÛÐÛɯÈÕËɯÚÌÌÔÐÕÎÓàɯÍÖÙÌÝÌÙɯ

ÊÖÕÍÜÚÌËɯÚÖÕÎɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÊÖÓÓÈÙÌËɯËÖÝÌȮɯÞÏÖɯÐÚɯÈÓÞÈàÚɯÛÌÓÓÚɯÜÚɯɁ(ɯËÖÕɀÛɯÒÕÖÞȵȮɯ(ɯËÖÕɀÛɯ

ÒÕÖÞȵɂȭ 

  If you would like to learn some birdsong for yourself, one way to get started is to 

come on one of our guided walks. We have regular guided walks, which are listed 

below this article each month. On each walk, your guide will endeavour to teach 

you some bird songs or calls. An ideal oppurtunity!  

 

David WhiteɭInformation OfficerɭRSPB Lakenheath Fen 




