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VIEW FROM THE CHAIR

Aah, Budget time has been & gone again...such joyous fun for beer drinkers
(NOT!). So what did we get from Gordon "Coco the Clown" Brown? Nothing as 
usual! I guess we shouldn't be too surprised.

Another penny on a pint...cheers Coco...always puts up tax on beer but never on 
spirits (or champagne)...hmm, I wonder why?! Can we guess what Coco and his 
friends drink? I bet it isn't Real Ale. Don't they have a Parliamentary Beer Club at 
the circus, sorry, I meant the Houses of Parliament? Why can't this Club apply some 
pressure? Rant over, I'm off down the pub for a pint of bitter...blimey the price has 
gone up from £2.40 to £2.50!! I guess a penny means ten whole pence!! 

It's finally happened!! After months of fence sitting, the powers that be have gone 
for a TOTAL smoking ban in pubs and public places in England from Summer 
2007. A total ban has recently come in over the border in bonny Scotland, so I will 
cast a keen eye up there to see how their ban affects pub attendance over the 
coming months. Will it cause closures? Or will it tempt out those that are put off by 
smoky pubs and so may increase attendance? We'll see, as it's a bit of a murky
(pardon the pun) area at the moment...no one can tell. As I've said before in these 
pages, I have friends who smoke and whilst I would not dictate to them whether 

Continues on page 3

ELGOOD’S TRADITIONAL ALES

email:info@elgoods-brewery.co.uk

North Brink Brewery, Wisbech, Cambridgeshire PE13 1LN.
Tel: (01945) 583160 Fax: (01945) 587711

Available all Year Round
Elgood’s

Seasonal Ales

Thin Ice

Old Wag
Double Swan

Mad Dog
Barleymead

Old Black Shuck
North Brink Porter

Snickalmas
Wenceslas

Winter Warmer

Also

Golden
Newt
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BACK SEAT COOKING!

they should light up or not, when this ban comes into force I hope they will still 
come to the pub. For me personally, I look forward to the day when I can come 
home from my local not smelling like an ashtray. I suppose we should become 
healthier!!

What do you think? Do you have views on the upcoming ban? Write to Cask Force and 
let us know!!

A wife was making a breakfast of fried eggs for her husband. Suddenly, her 
husband burst into the kitchen. "Careful," he said, "CAREFUL! Put in some more 
butter! Oh my GOD! You're cooking too many at once. TOO MANY! Turn them! 
TURN THEM NOW! We need more butter. Oh my GOD! WHERE are we going to get 
MORE BUTTER? They're going to STICK! Careful ... CAREFUL! I said be 
CAREFUL! You NEVER listen to me when you're cooking! Never! Turn them! Hurry 
up! Are you CRAZY? Have you LOST your mind? Don't forget to salt them. You
know you always forget to salt them. Use the salt. USE THE SALT! THE SALT!"

The wife stared at him. "What in the world is wrong with you? You think I don't 
know how to fry a couple of eggs?"

The husband calmly replied,

"I just wanted to show you what it feels like when I'm driving!”

Gourmet Dinners & Theme Evenings

Conference & Seminar Facilities

Weddings & Private Functions

Elegant Accommodation

A La Carte Restaurant

Bar Meals

Beer Garden

Sunday Lunch

Regular
Entertainment
call for details

The Stuart House Hotel
BAR AND RESTAURANT

35 GOODWINS ROAD, KING’S LYNN 01553 772169
ADNAMS, GREENE KING AND WOODFORDES ALES ALWAYS AVAILABLE

Check our website for full entertainment listing on www.stuart-house-hotel.co.uk

Outside
REAL ALE
Bars Now
Available

KING’S LYNN
BEER FESTIVAL

please visit our website for further details
27,28&29th JULY
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We are Open All Day, Every Day

TRAFALGAR ROAD WEST GORLESTON-ON-SEA, NORFOLK, NR31 8BS

www.lordnelsonph.co.uk

01493 301084

Find us in the

Good Beer Guide

6 HAND PUMPS &
12 ALES SERVED BY GRAVITY

IT’S A BEER
FESTIVAL EVERY DAY!!

ADNAMS

WOLF

TINDALLS

BUFFYS

GREEN JACK

NETHERGATE

ELGOODS

ARCHERS
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There have been several comings and goings in recent months. The Bell at 
Grimston has been open only intermittently recently, and it is possible that it may 
close as a pub. Meanwhile, out at Fair Green Gate, it seems that the landlord, Bob, 
will be leaving in the near future. He has been a supporter of Cask Force almost 
since the first issue, and I will miss my regular visit to collect his money for the 
advert, most of which I then immediately spend on a couple of pints and meals. 
Out at Barton Bendish, we keep hearing good things about the Spread Eagle, where 
Phil and Sue Hirst moved in towards the end of last year. Also under new 
management is the Jolly Brewers at Shouldham Thorpe, but we have no details as 
yet.

The Crown at Middleton is still closed, but some work has been done to tidy up the 
building, so something may happen soon. Also refurbished is the Woolpack on 
Tennyson Avenue in Kings Lynn, and we hear that the beer is good, so this may 
become the venue for a social meeting. Check out the events page for details.

In these times of rapid change it is becoming increasingly unusual for a pub not to 
change hands every other week, so congratulations to Howard and Helen Fradley,
who have been running the Castle Hotel in Downham Market for 15 years. I had a 
look at their website and as well as catchy music there are also card tricks. Seems 
like they were unlucky to be beaten to the title of Best pub website in the country by 
the Rose and Crown at Snettisham who picked up the Morning Advertiser award 
for  the Pat  Fisher,  and Jeannette  Goodrich designed si te  at  
http://www.roseandcrownsnettisham.co.uk.

Visitors to Southwold cannot fail to notice the massive amount of work that is 
going on in town. Some of it is new coastal defence work, but much of it is 
connected with Adnams brewery, who are building a new distribution depot on the 
edge of town and doing yet more major work at the brewery. All this is coinciding 
with another major rebranding exercise with new pump clips, alterations to some 
of the pubs and new additions to the range, such as Explorer.

Please remember to tell our advertisers that you saw their advert in

 . Also our continued thanks to everyone who

advertises in the magazine enabling us to continue to produce it.

We hope you enjoy it ! - The  editorial team.

Fancy a go at home brewing?
Our CAMRA colleague Jackie has the following equipment for sale:-

2 Fermenting Bins & Heater, Hydrometer & Jar, Tin of Malt, Bottle Brush
& three crates of spring clip beer bottles.

Any reasonable offers will be considered.  01842 827600.
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The White Hart Inn

White Hart Street, Foulden, Thetford, Norfolk IP26 5AW
Tel: 01366 328638   Fax: 01366 328060

Quality Home Cooked Food
Booking Advisable

Fine Cask Ales
4 always Available

Traditional Country Inn
in Foulden village

The Moss Family invite you to

Foulden

Feeling ruff!

Horace says

 “try our Steak and

Kidney Roly Poly”

Kevin, Helen, Theonee & Horace (the Bulldog) extend a warm welcome to our
15th Century traditional Inn, situated in an idyllic village setting opposite an 11th century church.

We have two beer gardens, disabled facilities, and a separate no smoking restaurant,
As featured in the 2006, CAMRA Good Beer Guide and 2006 Good Pub Food Guide

We also cater for special functions for up to 36 people. Pop in and see us.
Come along to our specials days, on Tuesday 16 oz rump steak from 6.95, please book

Freshly roasted lunches on Sundays, Chef Specials also available

The Mermaid Inn

Church Street Elsing

Nr Dereham

NR 20 3EA

The Mermaid Inn

REAL ALES DIRECT FROM THE CASK
Freehouse & traditional home Cooked Food

Wolf, Woodfordes, Adnams
& regular guest beers.

Tel:01362 637640
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SUMMER BEER
FESTIVAL!

20-23 JULY
www.foxbrewery.co.uk

01485 570345

01485 579492

Tel:

Fax:
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The Stammers Family welcome you to

THE
ANGEL INN

FREEHOUSE

(17th Century former Coaching Inn)

Tel: 01953 717963

Fax: 01953 718561

LARLING , NORFOLK, NR16 2QU

Open All Day Every Day

Morning Coffee

Excellent Home Cooked Meals Available

From Our Award Winning Kitchen

Non-Smoking Restaurant & Breakfast Room

Cosy Lounge & Public Bar with Open Fires

Five Real Ales. Adnams & 4 Guests. Including Mild

Large Beer Garden with Play Area

Plenty Off Road Parking

Comfortable En-Suite Accommodation

Camping and Caravanning Available On Our

'ANGEL MEADOW TOURING

CARAVAN & CAMPING PARK'

With Electrical Hook Up Points & Shower Facilities

Annual Beer Festival: August 3-5th
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IT’LL END IN TEARS
A couple years back, old school chum and former local CAMRA chairman 

Charlie Askew laughed and passed comment when I announced my intention to 

return to the hurly-burley of Sunday League football after a 25 year hiatus. I 

could see his point, but following an initial injury-free season I signed up again 

this year, much to his amusement.

Needless to say he was proved right as a dodgy ankle injury prevented me from 

making the annual West Norfolk Xmas crawl (I really would have been crawling), 

but perversely it meant that, for an alternative pre-Christmas trundle around 

Norwich's finest, I sampled ales in pubs not always on the agenda, as I couldn't 

walk too far from the railway station!

With the aforementioned Mr. Askew as company, first up was 'The Steam Packet' , 

not far from the Mall, and a refreshing pint of 'Southwold Bitter' kick-started the 

day. Weighing up the next option, I espied some 'Tally-Ho'  a bit early for that sort of 

loony-soup, but I took the plunge anyway. Only a half mind, I'm stupid, but not that 

stoopid! Yet again Adnams supplied a super beer, full and fruity, but with more 

than a hint of wine about it. And a great little pub this one, give it a go sometime.

Moving on, we met up with another old school colleague whose workplace was in 

the city and sufficiently close to 'The Woolpack' to prevent him venturing much 

further. I hadn't been in for a while and was pleasantly surprised at the not overly 

decorated beams and gentle hum of conversation. A pint of Everards seasonal beer 

made a change, but unfortunately it didn't have enough impact for me to actually 

remember its' name! A bowl of chips was less than obvious Xmas Fayre, but who 

cares as the Wells 'Bombadier' proved a sound choice. Our companion scuttled 

back to work and we headed back towards the city centre and 'The Belgian Monk'. I 

have to confess to being an infrequent visitor here (not out of choice, just one of 

those things), but when I have made the effort, the place has always been 

incredibly busy. Not many in this day though which was fine by 

me, affording a comfy seat by the window. We ordered a jug 

of 'Ter Dolen' and enquired about some cheese. Ah, bit of 

problem there as the bar staff think the chef has left. 

Hmmm, tricky those fridge doors, you need all sorts of 

Cordon Bleu qualifications to get into them you know.

So no cheese available, but another jug of foaming 

ale compensates  well that's the Christmas 

spending money gone. Not a cheap place.

Continued on page 10
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01953 881592

Over 200 Wines and
more than 120 Bottled Beers
available from both the UK

and Abroad
also Real Traditional Cider

REAL ALE
STRAIGHT FROM

THE CASK

80 High Street, Watton,

Norfolk  IP25 6AH

Open 7 Days 9am-9pm

Breckland
Wines

The train we had fleetingly thought about catching was probably just pulling out of 

the station as we nipped into 'The Coach & Horses', which was absolutely heaving 

due to virtually every office worker in Norwich seemingly in dire need of a pint. 

And another pub that I don't get to as often as I'd like. I reckon it's a blinding 

alehouse and is on almost every itinerary due to it's proximity to the station, but 

come late evening the schedule is usually so far out it often becomes the place to 

drop through no fault of it's own. However, we're here now and fantastic pints of 

'Old Tackle' and 'CHB' close the day and for me, help numb the pain of a by now 

poundingly-aching ankle. A mere hop to the train, we're soon home and another 

year almost at an end. As the man said, “it'll end in beers…”

PS footnote (or should that be ankle-note?), those twisted ligaments were 
eventually diagnosed as a cracked bone, no wonder it hurt!

Tony Cantle

Continued from page 9

CF  COMPETITIONS BEER FREE ZONE
A man walked into a bar and said
"Have people been talking about me?"

The answers to the competition in Cask 

Force 54 are as follows: 

The answer wanted is that the 

connection is London Underground

Stations. The winner was Les

Brockhurst of South Wootton who picked

up his copy at the tourist office in Kings 

Lynn.

This issue all I want to know is what 

word connects the following – A 

brewery in Barbados, a brewery in the 

Midlands, an England football legend 

and a former minister for sport. 

Send your answer by end July to Cask 

Force at 91 Tennyson Road, Kings Lynn,

Norfolk, PE30 5NG, including your 

name and address and where you 

obtained your copy of Cask Force.

1) Seven Sisters

 2) Prince Regent

3) Black friars

 4) Victoria

 5) (Gareth) Southgate 

6) Paddington

 7) Angel (Samson)

8) All Saints

 9) Temple
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Everyone working on a cider bar is asked from time to time “what is the best” or 
something to that effect. There is no straightforward answer (is there ever!). 
Everyone's taste is different. 

To help in the search to answer this question, CAMRA announce the judging of the 
Champion Cider of East Anglia at the next Norwich Beer Festival. East Anglian 
ciders are often neglected in competition against the more fashionable West
Country ciders. For this competition any traditional (ie. made from freshly pressed 
apples and not micro-filtered, pasteurised or artificially carbonated) produced in 
CAMRA's East Anglian Region (ie. Norfolk, Suffolk, Essex, Cambridgeshire, 
Hertfordshire and Bedfordshire) is eligible. Only one cider (and/or perry) per 
producer will be judged and makers are to be asked to nominate which is entered.

All East Anglian ciders at the Norwich Beer Festival and any other producer, large
or small, who can provide at least 2 ½ gallons on the day are eligible. I know we 
don't need this much for the tasting but if it wins, people at the festival will want to 
drink it and we will certainly be showcasing it in the publicity material.

CIDER: THE BEST IN THE EAST

Andrea Briers
Regional Cider Co-ordinator  East Anglia

East Anglian Cider Producers are invited to enter our inaugural East Anglian Cider 
Competition.  Judging will take place at CAMRA's Norwich Beer Festival, St. Andrew's and 
Blackfriars' Halls on Monday 23rd October 2006.  Producers can enter 1 cider and/or 1 perry 
into the competition.  Please indicate below the name of the products you would like to 
enter

Cider ………………............. Perry ……...........………………..

Producers Name:- ………………....................................………………….

Address:-………………………………….………………………..............…. ...............……….

………………………………….……………………………….....................................…………

Phone No.:- ………………….........…  E-Mail (if available):- …….............…………….………

All cider and/or perry must be produced in the CAMRA's East Anglian RegionAll products 
must be in draught form, not bottled.All products must be real, ie. made from freshly 
pressed apples and not artificially carbonated, micro-filtered or pasteurised.Cider generally 
available at the festival will be judged from the cask supplied, otherwise a minimum of 2.5 
gallons of each product must be provided for competition purposes.  Producers are 
responsible for delivery of their own cider

If you have any queries please contact:-

Andrea Briers (Norfolk) 01553 766904  Susan Brook (Hertfordshire) 01462 630663

Alan Edwards (Norwich Beer Festival) 01603 661440 (h)/0781 0300 535 (m)

Forms should be returned to Andrea Briers, 7 George Street, King's Lynn, Norfolk, PE30 2AQ
by the 1st September 2006.

CIDER COMPETITION FORM
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For one year’s subscription to                                     please 
send six first class stamps and your address to:

91 Tennyson Road, Kings Lynn, Norfolk PE30 5NG.

Verse1: She wears a coat of many colours

And a different hat every day

She travels all over this country

A martyr to the cause I say!

Ale and Cider are safe in her hands

Not to mention our local pubs too

She is CAMRA to the core

Deserves our respect it’s true!

Chorus: Keeping it real day and night

No danger she’s up for the fight

OH OH OH, ANDREA, ANDREA

YOU’RE A STAR, SHINING STAR

OH OH OH, ANDREA, ANDREA

A STAR, ROCKING THE BAR

SUPER CAMRA WOMAN !!!

Verse 2: If you want information call her number

She will set you on the right road

A pub to save, a festival to staff

She’ll be there to share the load

Verse 3: She hails from the picturesque Shetland Isles

But calls the town of KL her home

One of many thousands for the rally call

So you can be sure of a good pint w’ever you roam

Middle 8: With her trusty sideman at the side

On the real ale rollercoater ride

Flying in to save the day for us

She’s the one the landlord can trust

Air Guitar Solo!

Verse 1 Repeat

Chorus: SUPER SUPER SUPER CAMRA
WOMAN!!!!

A SONG FOR ANDREA

Chairman Tim
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Landlords & other interested parties
please contact Stewart on - 01842 811539

Whole Page by Arrangement
Half Page £50

Quarter Page £39

ADVERTISING RATES

Full artwork
facilities available
Prices on Enquiry

CLASSIC BEER IN ATHENS?
The words “classic” and Greece go together naturally, but beer and Greece are 
certainly not synonymous. The tale began during a week in Athens last year.

I had decided to walk from Plaka (north of the Acropolis) to the National 
Archaeological Museum. Upon arrival, I discovered an unannounced half-day 
closure with no visiting until 2pm! What to do? I fished out the Lonely Planet guide 
to find lunch and two possibilities presented themselves; “The Beer Academy”
near the polytechnic carried the dire warning of 18 bottled beers starting at 4.50 
Euros each! I plumped for option two which was “Craft” described in the book as a 
micro-brewery. It was only two stops on the Metro system (revitalized by the 
previous years Olympics). One of the challenges of navigating in Greece is the 
alphabet, which makes reading street signs difficult, but not impossible e.g. Beer is 
spelt MÐYPA and pronounced BIRRA. Anyway, having located the local metro 
stop, I was soon at Ambelokipi station, which is on a street called Alexandras – 
Craft is at No 205 about 200m away so no problems on my return journey which 
was bound to be less focused.

The building is glass fronted with glimpses of the brewing kit inside. Stepping 
through the door you find yourself in a split level Bar/Restaurant surrounded by 
the Brewery proper. The range of beers stretches to six German style beers, in fact 
six “classic” German styles. I tried the two lagers, a Weiss, a Red and a Black and all 
were of high quality. With the help of Moldovan barmaid Rodika, I discovered Craft 
started in 1997 and the bar attracted a trendy middle class type of clientele only 
really found in cosmopolitan Athens. This perhaps explains why Craft was still the 
only micro-brewery in Greece, however production on a industrial scale has 
started outside Athens.

So classic beer in Greece – German Style, but none the worst for it and highly 
recommended.

Beer mats in excess of 2,000
from 60s to 80s,

used but in good condition.
Start collecting now or 
add to your collection.

Offers please. 
kathrichpotter@yahoo.co.uk

COLLECTORS CORNER

Nigel Nudds
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You can now brew your own top 
quality beer at home by simply 
brewing from a Muntons beer kit.

Muntons beer kits are made from 
100% pure hopped malt extract 
without inferior additives or barley 
syrup - 

Beer kits designed to emulate some of 
the greatest beer styles ever made.

If you haven’t tried making beer 
yourself now is an excellent time to 
start. Why not call into one of our 
local specialist shops and start 
brewing with Muntons.

MAKE GREAT
BEER AT HOME

Breckland Homebrew
(Home delivery service only)

PO Box 206
Bury St. Edmunds,
Suffolk IP33 1YX
(01359) 232294

Harts Homebrew
20 Bury Street
Stowmarket

Suffolk  IP14 1HH
(01449) 675918

Barleycorn
30 Market Place

Mildenhall
Suffolk

(01638)712877

Market Place Wine Shop
Market Place
Halesworth

Suffolk  IP19 8BB
(01986) 872563
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Last year Norwich's Fat Cat became the first pub to be awarded CAMRA's National 
Pub of the Year a second time. Hard on its heels is The Swan at Little Totham near 
Maldon in Essex named CAMRA’s Pub of the Year 2006 also for a second time.

Congratulations are due to John and Val Pascoe. They run a superb genuine village 
local. A well kept range of interesting and varied local beers predominate on the bar 
and are complemented by good freshly prepared food. The Swan is the sort of 
picture postcard village pub which people assume to be thatched until they get 
there and suddenly see it isn't. Most important is the friendliness and welcome. 
People always speak of being recognised on the second visit after a long gap.

The Swan, like West Norfolk's current pub of the year, The Old White Bell at 
Southery, is a rags to riches story. When John and Val bought it 10 years ago it was 
yet another village local in decline, virtually the only amenity remaining in a small 
village in the middle of nowhere. The turnaround has been a spectacular success. 

Should they ever have the time, John and Val would be well placed to run a 
masterclass in turning around a village pub, but they may never have the time, for 
running an excellent pub is a busy task. It should also be a labour of love and unless 
visiting trade is guaranteed, a village pub needs to work with and for the locals.

Don’t leave it too long before visiting - the sooner you go, the sooner you can go back!  EDs 

COME EAST FOR BEST PUBS!
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BLUE BELL - STOKE FERRY

The Blue Bell in Stoke Ferry has been transformed once again into a thriving 
rural village pub. Cask Force interviewed Matt during our April meeting at the 
Blue Bell. Matt is one of the landlords at the free house.

When did you take over the pub? October 2005 with 2 other partners - we also own 
The Dolphin in Stamford and The Lords which is a “wet” pub in Gainsborough.

What are your aspirations for the pub? We would like to focus more on local brewers 
such as Wissey Valley, Iceni and Bullbox. At the moment we have Greene King IPA,
Adnams Bitter and one guest ale (Smiles Bitter was on tonight). In a few months we 
have changed the whole atmosphere of the pub and the locals are coming back in 
force. Villagers want their watering hole back and rid the pub of 15 years worth of 
neglect. We are working very hard to turn the pub back into a "Country" pub. There 
will be  a food side and a drinkers side (food served every night). 

What entertainment do you provide? We have a quiz once a month on a Sunday and 
occasional Karaoke evenings provided by "Nobby" 

And finally, what does the future hold? Lots to be done!! We are planning a 
conservatory and a totally independent restaurant.

Thanks Matt - may we wish you all the best for the future.

Well worth another look if you haven’t been in for a while. EDs

Big Nige
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CAMRA NORFOLK
PUB OF THE YEAR
CAMRA NORFOLK
PUB OF THE YEAR

In 2003In 2003

Various Bottled Belgian Beers
Plus

Leffe Blonde
Timmermans Peche
& Liefmans Kriek

ON DRAFT!

2 & 4 PINT carryouts
now available.

Traditional pub games
Cycle parking.

Various Bottled Belgian Beers
Plus

Leffe Blonde
Timmermans Peche
& Liefmans Kriek

ON DRAFT!

2 & 4 PINT carryouts
now available.

Traditional pub games
Cycle parking.
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What do you remember about pubs that you have visited? Maybe it is the beer.
Perhaps you had an interesting conversation with the landlord or a local, but if you 
are like me, it may well be objects or pictures, which decorate the walls. I don’t
know how the theme of a pub evolves, but I guess some designers or landlords 
trawl around car boot sales or junk shops buying up interesting objects, or in some 
cases old books by the yard. For some it goes further than this and an interest 
develops into a collection. 

This could be a complete accident. In Lynn a customer left his baseball cap behind 
in the London Porterhouse, and this has grown to the point where the landlord has 
collected so many caps that he is attempting to become listed in the Guinness book 
of records. Many pubs feature beer mats, pump clips or banknotes. Others, such as 
the West acre Stag have decorations, which refer to the name of the pub, but 
sometimes you come across more obscure and interesting themes, which stick in 
your mind. Here are five that have made an impression on me.

In fifth place is the Lord Nelson in Barnet, which I visited many years ago. This was 
decorated with a stack of football memorabilia. On investigation it turned out that 
they belonged to the Guernsey born landlord, who was called Len Duquemin, and 
who played centre forward for the Spurs side which won the second and first 
division titles in 1949-50 and 50-51. Forth is the Highlander in Scarborough which 
not only serves the widest range of scotch that I have ever seen, but has bottles on 
display in cabinets on every wall in the bar. This even includes special display 
cases fastened to the beams. All the bottles are full, and they certainly included 
some brands I had never heard of, as well as special presentation bottles. The beer 
was pretty good as well when I visited. In third place is the rebuilt King William in 
Hull, which, last time I visited, featured a picture on the walls of every Hull born 
sportsman or woman who has represented England. As well as famous people such 
as Nicky Barmby and a host of rugby league players this included a number of 
baseball players, as Hull is a hotbed of the game.

In second is the Yew Tree at Cauldon in Staffordshire, not far from Alton Towers.
This is a regular entry in the Good Beer Guide, and the description does not lie 
when it says that you will never again visit a pub quite like this one. Pianolas, 
music boxes, guns, old radio sets, even a penny-farthing make this place seem more 
like a museum than a pub. In first place is the sadly demolished Tommy Ducks in 
Manchester. Several pubs have hats, ties, even blowlamps hanging from the 
ceiling, but this is the only place I have ever been in that featured a large collection 
of ladies underwear suspended from the roof.

I admit that these themes may not be to everybody’s taste, but how many pubs stick 
in the memory for having fake beams and horse brasses? As more and more pubs 
become about as individual as a branch of McDonalds, lets celebrate the places that 
dare to be different.

COLLECTIONS

Jeff Hoyle
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I was fortunate enough  to visit the excellent new Purity Brewing Company 

courtesy of friends Carl and Julia in the Solihull CAMRA Branch. Having got a call 

saying there was room in the mini-bus and combined with a very rare free weekend

in April, I jumped at the chance of a Brewery Trip!!!

The brewery is based in converted sheep sheds at Upper Spernall Farm near 

Alcester in Warwickshire. This brand spanking new brewery has been set up by 

two ex Bass employees, Paul Halsey and Jim 

Minkin. Along with ex Batham's brewer, David 

Beach who took us round the facility. Currently,

two beers are brewed, Pure Gold at 3.8% and Pure

UBU (pronounced oo - booo) at 4.5%. The former 

as it's name suggests, has East Kent and Styrian 

Golding hops and the latter, named after the 

alledgedlly stupid farm dog, has Challenger and 

cascade hops. For those interested in trivia the 

dog was named after 80's indie pop group 

Pere UBU and only subsequently was UBU 

said to be an acronym for Useless Bloody urchin!! The 

conversion of the farm buildings has done to a very 

high standard, with lots of shiny stainless steel and a 

strong emphasis on brew consistency. Personally for a brewery that has only been 

in full production for 4 months both the beers were extremely tasty and yes the 

quality was spot on.

The brewery has the backing of DEFRA is all about sustainable farming. The farm 

where the brewery is sited plan to increase their own organic production to include 

malting barley, and thus benefit the local wild life & 

environment directly, whilst also reducing food miles. 

They will also supply by-products to the local food 

chain (eg waste grains & yeast will be supplied to a 

local farmer) reducing food miles and recycling 

rather than wasting by-products.

The brewery has it's own reed bed - part of our natural 

effluent treatment process

Phone: 01789 488007

Website: www.puritybrewing.com

PURE HEAVEN!

Big Nige
The Drinking mans’s friend
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TAX RELIEF FOR SMALL BREWERS

Want to tell us about
your local  pub?

Need to pass on vital beer info?
THEN PLEASE CONTACT US.

01553 761890
wncamra@hotmail.com

CAMRA has revealed that there are now 570 small and regional brewers in the UK 
compared to only 440 in 2002 when Small Breweries’ Relief was introduced. There 
is now greater choice than at any time since CAMRA was founded in 1971.

Small Breweries’ Relief means small brewers pay reduced tax on the beer that they 
produce. Under the current system all brewers producing less than 60,000 
hectolitres a year benefit. 

Liberal Democrat MP Greg Mulholland (Leeds North West) has tabled a 
parliamentary motion backing Small Breweries’ Relief, and is calling for the 
threshold to be extended up to 200,000 hectolitres so that even more brewers can 
benefit.

CAMRA Chief Executive Mike Benner said: “Small Breweries’ Relief has helped 
create renewed interest in real ale, and this can only be good news for all those who 
care about real ale. Over 130 more small real ale brewers is fantastic news to our 
80,000 members and all fans of real ale.”

“It is a sad fact that over 80% of the beer drunk in the UK is produced by four global 
brewers. Small Breweries’ Relief is crucial in helping Britain’s small and regional 
brewers compete against the huge economic muscle of the global brewers. Small 
Breweries’ Relief should be extended to the 200,000 hectoliters to help support 
more of Britain’s independent brewers. 

“Thirteen EU countries provide tax relief for small breweries producing up to 
200,000 hectolitres annually and CAMRA is urging Britain to follow the lead of 
other beer loving nations such as Germany.”

On the date of release 37 MP’s from all parties have so far signed Early Day Motion 
1955 calling for Small Breweries’ Relief to be extended.

Greg Mulholland MP said: “The relief for small breweries is of course welcome. It 
has helped micro-breweries produce many excellent brews including some local to 
me. However there are small independent breweries that do not currently qualify
for such relief. It is time they were given the same support levels to allow all small 
breweries to flourish. There is currently a perverse disincentive to be successful. 
We should not be holding these independent brewers back in this way.”
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ATF CE A
H T

T FREE MOUSE!
CAMRA’S PUB OF THE YEAR AGAIN!

“Real Ales for Real Drinkers”

49 West End Street Norwich

01603 624364
www.fatcatpub.co.uk

GOOD

BEER
GUIDE

2006

NOW OPEN

THE SHED
Lawson Road
01603 413153

Up to 30  Traditional
Bitters, Porters, Milds

and Stouts from around
the UK and Eire - mostly

gravity served direct
from the tap room

30  Bottled Belgian Beers
& 6 on Draught!

Extensive Wine List
including 12 Fruit Wines

Continental Lagers
4-pint and 2-pint jugs to take away.

Plus 17 pint tappits & 34 pint polypins

all at short notice for your BBQ/party

Please phone for details.

20041998
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ICENI BEERS ON TOUR
3, Foulden Road, Ickburgh, Thetford Norfolk IP26 5HB

Tel: 01842 878922 Fax: 01842 879626

ICENIBREWE@AOL.COM

CEI NI

WEB ER YR
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VVictory Inn Clenchwarton

BAR SNACKS
Open log fires
Large car park
Beer Garden

B.B.Q. (Also for Hire)
Pool Table

Elgood’s Cambridge
& Golden Newt

PLUS 2/3 Guest Ales
available each week.

all this and... Monthly Quiz Nights!

Tel: 01553 660682

SEEK OUT

ADNAMS

ALL

OVER

NORFOLK.
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CAMRA APPROVED
BEER FESTIVALS

COPY DATE FOR CF 56
All articles/adverts to be

received by 20th July 2006

23rd - 26th August
11th Clacton Beer Festival

St James Hall
www.colchestercamra.org.uk

TRADING STANDARDS
If you are unhappy about

short measures,
misleading notices,
lack of a price list

or the service in a pub
you can contact

Trading Standards at
County Hall, Norwich NR1 2UD

IS PUBLISHED BY

West Norfolk CAMRA
Correspondence to:

CAMRA Editors,
23 Stuart Close, Brandon,

Suffolk IP27 0HB

NOTICEBOARD

13th June 2006
The Stag, West Acre

01760 755395

BRANCH
MEETINGS (All 8pm)

CF-55

11th July 2006
The Lifeboat, Thornham

01485 512236

8th August 2006
The Ship, Brandon Creek

(See website for info)

Other known
BEER FESTIVALS

Museum of East Anglian Life
Stowmarket

29th June  - 2nd July 2006
The Fox & Hounds, Heacham

20th-23rd July 2006
See ad this issue 

The Angel Inn, Larling
3rd - 5th August 2006

See ad this issue

1st September 2006
SOCIAL EVENING

at
THE ICENI BREWERY

Ickburgh.
Barbeque at the Brewery.

Invitation open to all local
CAMRA branches.

Please ring 01842 878922
for further details.

Put a note in your diary

1st-5th August
Great British Beer Festival

Earls Court, London
(New Venue)

Tel: 01727 867201

12th September 2006
The Crown, Mundford
(See website for info)




