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The Campaign for Real Ale (CAMRA) are pleased to announce that they have 
selected the Ouse Amateur Sailing Club in King's Lynn as their champion club of 

East Anglia. This is an award presented to members' clubs for their 
commitment to real ale. 

Club Secretary, Ron Bone, who also looks after the beer, said “I 
am delighted to receive this recognition for just a simple 
selection of real ales from all over the country. Perhaps a bias on 
local breweries and cider makers, and serving straight from the 
tap - as you would expect from any mini beer festival - has helped 
us.

I would like to thank all the staff for their support.”

Andrea Briers, CAMRA's Deputy Regional Director  East Anglia 
said “This award is very well deserved. The hard work of Ron
and the staff ensures that the club continues to be a popular cosy 
club with a friendly welcome and an excellent range of drinks.

The Club last won the National title in 1999.

WEST NORFOLK CLUB
WINS REGIONAL AWARD

WHY NOT CHECK OUT OUR WEB BITS... WWW.CAMRA.ORG.UK/WNORFOLK

A Little tour
Around West
Norfolk

Chairman Tim & Andrea
Present Ron Bone of the

Ouse Amateur Sailing Club
with the award.
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Who would want to run a pub? I've always said I'd love to own a pub, but I would 
get someone to run it for me, though I think I'd charge a more sympathetic rent than 
some (If I'd charge rent at all!). It seems more and more tenants of pubs are quitting 
the trade because of extortionate rent increases by bigger brewers, so who can 
blame them?

One tenant in our area has decided enough is enough and quit England for Spain 
and in my local village the tenant of the Red Lion is getting out of the pub game for 
good because he has found it hard for him to profit due to rent and trade prices for 
drinks and other items (not to mention ludicrous regulations recently being 
enforced) passed down to him by his Pub Company, along with excessive
government taxes. But where does this leave the customer? Yes, having to pay over 
the odds for our pint in my pub a pint of standard session bitter is now £2.50 so a 
round is getting expensive these days! You need a decent paid job to enjoy an 
evening out at a pub. Once again, I say: Could it possibly be that country pubs will 
become a rarity? And we would have to travel to town or city for a pint? I hope I am 
wrong! I see a future dream where small craft brewers will carry the banner, with 
their own shops, or restaurants, or small bars and pubs, in a world of Pub
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ELGOOD’S TRADITIONAL ALES

email:info@elgoods-brewery.co.uk

North Brink Brewery, Wisbech, Cambridgeshire PE13 1LN.
Tel: (01945) 583160 Fax: (01945) 587711

Available all Year Round
Elgood’s

Seasonal Ales
Thin Ice

Old Wag
Double Swan

Mad Dog
Barleymead

Old Black Shuck
North Brink Porter

Snickalmas
Wenceslas

Winter Warmer

Also
Golden
Newt
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Companies and Large Brewers eating each other up…this would be the way 
forward!

Sad news reached me recently about one of Norwich's finest pubs The Horse and 
Dray that has closed; once the flagship of Adnams in the city. Adnams have said the 
pub is “unviable” which is rubbish…Any pub is viable in the right hands!! 
Whatever the right reason lets hope the pub reopens soon. A local branch member 
told me, “Adnams may know a lot about brewing good real ale, but maybe a little 
less about running a pub”

STOP PRESS: On 12 August I passed by after football and it looked open again!!

Tim Spitzer
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Gourmet Dinners & Theme Evenings
Conference & Seminar Facilities

Weddings & Private Functions
Elegant Accommodation

A La Carte Restaurant
Bar Meals

Beer Garden
Sunday Lunch

Regular
Entertainment
call for details

The Stuart House Hotel
BAR AND RESTAURANT

35 GOODWINS ROAD, KING’S LYNN 01553 772169
ADNAMS, GREENE KING AND WOODFORDES ALES ALWAYS AVAILABLE

Check our website for full entertainment listing on www.stuart-house-hotel.co.uk

Outside
REAL ALE
Bars Now
Available please visit our website for further details

BOOK NOW FOR YOUR
OFFICE CHRISTMAS PARTY

& NEW YEAR CELEBRATIONS
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Want to tell us about
your local  pub?

Need to pass on vital beer info?
THEN PLEASE CONTACT US.

01553 761890
wncamra@hotmail.com
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Please remember to tell our advertisers that you saw their advert in
 . Also our continued thanks to everyone who

advertises in the magazine enabling us to continue to produce it.
We hope you enjoy it ! - The  editorial team.

BEER FREE ZONE
Pensioner: Hey mate, how do I stop
these birds craping on my brand new car?
Pensioners Mate: Don’t ask her out again!

As you may know by now, the Rose and Crown at Massingham is to reopen. After
being closed for several years it has been bought by a group of local businessmen 
and is due to reopen in November, with a new name. It has been a long and difficult 
process to get the pub reopened, and a great deal of hard work has been done by 
West Norfolk CAMRA’s Andrea to secure such a favourable outcome. This is one 
bright spot amongst the continuing closure of local pubs. It would seem that 
Grimston Bell has closed for good, with little protest from local villagers In Lynn,
the Park View Hotel is undergoing massive refurbishment before being turned into 
flats. If you head out of Lynn to the west, you can pass the sites of at least seven 
pubs which have closed in the last few years, the most recent being the Black
Horse at Clenchwarton, which is currently awaiting development as houses. 
Meanwhile, the Windmill at Necton is reported to be closed, and has been for 
several months, and the Crown at Middleton shows no signs of reopening. Nearby,
the Carpenters Arms at East Winch sports a ‘for sale’ sign.

Out at Middleton, Bob and his family have left the Gate and have moved to 
Tenerife, and the pub is up and running under new ownership. When we called, 
the new staff seemed to have been overwhelmed by the trade and were rapidly 
running out of food and beer, Hopefully things have settled down a bit, and we will 
try again in the near future. In Lynn, the Retreat is reported to be under new 
ownership, but not selling cask ale.

One pub, which remains very popular, is the Hare Arms at Stow Bardolph, which 
has been in the same hands for the last 30 years. It has a great reputation for food, 
which will be enhanced by the news that the chef, David Brown has won the title of 
National Steak Pie Champion for 2006.

The Crown at Gayton has always been one of the top pubs in the area, winning our 
pub of the year a couple of years ago. The landlady, Fliss, is reported to have taken
over the Ostrich at Castle Acre. This pub appeared in the first 21 editions of the 
Good Beer Guide, and if Fliss can work her magic it could return to being one of the 
best pubs in Norfolk.



STOP PRESS: PUB REOPENINGS
As Cask Force goes to press, news is breaking of the re-opening of two pubs in 
West Norfolk.

The case of the Rose and Crown at Great Massingham has been much reported. 
Having closed in 2001 under colourful circumstances, permission to change into 
housing was refused by West Norfolk Council. The building passed into Council 
ownership last year and after undergoing the due processes it has now been 
purchased by a group of local businessmen.  Restoration and upgrading is 
currently under way in the expectation of re-opening in time for Massingham's 
large fireworks display in November under the name of The Dabbling Duck.

Less widely reported has been the Dog and Partridge at East Wretham. Having 
ceased trading in 2002 the then owner also applied for planning permission to 
convert to residential use. This was turned down both by Breckland Council and 
by the National Inspector on appeal. The Dog and Partridge was reported to have 
re-opened in late July. (Confirmed by a recent visit EDS - we wish Martin & Karen
every success). 

We look forward to visiting both pubs in the near future. Good luck to both of the 
managements and the villagers. Thanks also to both Councils for having the 
courage of their conviction in supporting village amenities.

CF-56
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Feeling ruff!
Horace says

 “try our Steak and
Kidney Roly Poly”

Kevin, Helen, Theonee & Horace (the Bulldog) extend a warm welcome to our
15th Century traditional Inn, situated in an idyllic village setting opposite an 11th century church.

We have two beer gardens, disabled facilities, and a separate no smoking restaurant,
As featured in the 2006, CAMRA Good Beer Guide and 2006 Good Pub Food Guide

We also cater for special functions for up to 36 people. Pop in and see us.
Come along to our specials days, on Tuesday 16 oz rump steak from 6.95, please book

Freshly roasted lunches on Sundays, Chef Specials also available

The Mermaid Inn
Church Street Elsing
Nr Dereham
NR 20 3EA

The Mermaid Inn
REAL ALES DIRECT FROM THE CASK
Freehouse & traditional home Cooked Food 

Wolf, Woodfordes, Adnams
& regular guest beers.

Tel:01362 637640
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The White Hart Inn

White Hart Street, Foulden, Thetford, Norfolk IP26 5AW
Tel: 01366 328638   Fax: 01366 328060

Quality Home Cooked Food
Booking Advisable

Fine Cask Ales
4 always Available

Traditional Country Inn
in Foulden village

The Moss Family invite you to

Foulden
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CIDER IN BANHAM
Banham Cider has been well known as a reliable Norfolk cider producer; 
available at various pubs in and around Norwich in addition to its home, the 
famous Banham Cider Shed.

All this changed when Ryan moved his business to Norwich.  There he took over 
the former Wherry in Lawson Road which was renamed The Shed (now The 
Cidershed).  As home to the Fat Cat Brewery, producer of beer for the Keatley
family, Fat Cat pubs and others, it has received its share of publicity.

Ryan also continues to produce cider. It is available in and around Norwich and is 
now known as Burnard's (his surname).  Not surprisingly this is available in the 
Cidershed and the Fat Cat.

Less well known away from its own patch is that the former Cider Shed in Banham 
has undergone a resurrection.  Jonty Wright and Wendy Foster have taken charge
and now trade as The Barrel.  The ambience is much as before; informal with 
frequent live music.  Quite a job given an almost total redecoration of the bars.

In addition, Jonty now produces his own cider under the name “Banham Barrel”. 
This has been seen at recent CAMRA festivals.  On a recent visit, the Barrel was 
seen to be selling 5 ciders; two versions each of the house standard and Rum Cask 
ciders and one from Crone's of nearby Kenninghall.  The popular ciders were sold 
from polycasks behind the bar with a novel innovation; a tube running through the 
vent at the top of the cask was connected to a standard chiller unit.  This was 
something that Cask Force's Chief Cider Correspondent had never previously 
encountered. The cider was noticeably cooler than otherwise.  Is this a solution to 
the well-known problem of poor quality cider arising from being too warm when 
sold from a polycask behind the bar?

Good luck to both businesses and it is to be hoped they both prosper.

NB.  This cooling system is not suitable for standard beer casks.  The spile tap on 
top is too small to use.  Also naturally produced gas would be vented too readily 
leaving the beer flat.

CF-56
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Andrea Briers/Ian Bailey



CAMRA members travelled to Wells-Next-The-Sea on Saturday 22nd July to 
present Whin Hill Cider with two awards for their success in recent CAMRA Beer 
Festivals.

Members of North Hertfordshire Branch  presented the award for Cider of the 
Festival from Letchworth Beer Festival.  John Lewis, Cider Bar Manager, was also 
there to present the silver award from Peterborough Beer Festival 2005, the largest
local branch run festival, for their single varietal Dabinett Cider.

Jim Fergusson of Whin Hill Cider said “We're always pleased to support CAMRA's
campaign for real cider by supplying our best cider and perry for their festivals and, 
of course, are very pleased to win theses awards.”

Susan Brook, Cider Bar Manager at Letchworth Beer Festival which sold cider from 
several local producers said “It was a close vote because producers in East Anglia 
make so many wonderful ciders.” 

John Lewis added “For several years Whin Hill have supplied the Peterborough
Beer Festival with consistently high quality cider and perry.  I am particularly 
pleased that the firm has won an award for a single variety cider “

Andrea Briers

MORE AWARDS FOR LOCAL CIDER 
PRODUCER

For one year’s subscription to                                     please 
send six first class stamps and your address to:

91 Tennyson Road, Kings Lynn, Norfolk PE30 5NG.

CF-56
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FIVE TIMES IN ONE NIGHT? 
A couple of times in the past few months, I've ventured to the fair city of Norwich 
and joined our Norwich & Norfolk CAMRA colleagues on their “First Friday 5”; 
this is where they visit five pubs on the first Friday of each month. This sometimes 
includes pubs that don't sell real ale…but have the potential too!! I think the FF5 
is a great idea…you can't accuse N & N CAMRA of not visiting the least popular 
pubs in the city, and they can keep an idea of how different pubs are doing, 
checking on real ale quality and more.

The May FF5 took in five great pubs and drew a better attendance than normal, as it 
also promoted CAMRA's “May is Mild Month” campaign. We started at the two 
times CAMRA Pub of the Year, the Fat Cat, which was so busy, we all had to stand 
outside! I began with a pint of Elgood's Black Dog Mild. On to the Reindeer, now an 
Elgood's house with excellent guest ales…and good food, here I tried Elgood's 
Golden Newt. From the Reindeer a good stroll up to the St Andrew's Tavern, where a 
refreshing Jennings Cumberland cooled me down a shade! Then it was off down 
historic Elm Hill and the Ribs of Beef (The Ribs), by Fye Bridge where a swift half of 
Oldershaws Regal Blonde was had before heading up Magdalen Street to our final 
call, the King's Head which is Norfolk CAMRA's Pub of the Year 2006. This fine pub 
is real ale heaven (not to mention a fine selection bottled beers from Europe and 
further a field!), no Keg beers either, probably the best pub with no fizzy lager in 
Norwich. I ended with Yetmans Red and a bottle of Belgian Watou Wit…nice!

Missing out June, I again joined the Norwich crew for July's FF5, a decent turn-out
again of 16 or so people and a cool evening (unlike most of July). We began on the 
edge of the city centre at the Surrey Tavern, a first for me, and a pint of Young's Bitter 
got things off to a good start (they also had a Bateman's Beer obviously named after 
England's World Cup exit called “We've Blown It” ! Next one of Norwich's top pubs, 
the excellent Trafford Arms where I enjoyed a cracking pint of Woodfordes Wherry.
Another excellent pub followed in the Kings Arms, now a Bateman's house, but like
the Reindeer it still boasts a great selection of guest ales and though it provides 
snacks you can bring your takeaway food in here with plates, cutlery all provided. 
Here I supped on Castle Rock Nottingham Gold!! Across the road, barely 10 yards 
away is the Freemasons Arms (formerly Woodfordes Norwich Flagship The Billy 
Bluelight). It had a good choice of ale and the Oakham JHB was certainly very good. 
The final destination on the night was The Rose, who were holding their 
Summerfest Beer and Sausage Festival, the Spanish sausage I tried was delicious as 
were respective halves of Archers World Cup 40 and Hadrian & Border Byker Wit.
My good friend Pete Wells decided a last minute addition to the evening was in 
order so we just made the King's Head before last orders and enjoyed a pint of the 
superb Crouch Vale Brewers Gold.

CF-56
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Sunday 18th June, I hopped on the old train to London, to see my all time fave 
rock band, Def Leppard (I named my son after their lead singer Joe Elliott…Poor
lad!). I also hoped to squeeze in some pubs too.

Having negotiated train and tube, I dropped my stuff off at my cheapo hotel (for 
London) in Hammersmith and had time to kill before the gig, just around the corner 
from the Apollo I found a decent watering hole, the Duke of Cornwall, and a good 
pint of Charles Wells Bombardier, whilst watching Australia vs. Brazil in the World
Cup. A number of Leppard fans were also enjoying the good beer and footie! Then it 
was time to rock! Two support bands; The Sensational Alex Harvey Band kicked
things off well who were followed by American rockers Cheap Trick, who were 
superb with guitarist Rick Nielsen seeming to have a different guitar for every 
single song. Time to “Rock 'n' Roll Till You Drop”, yes, DEF LEPPARD! A greatest 
hits set with fours songs off their new covers CD “YEAH!” Plenty of air guitar from 
yours truly, ANIMAL!!

A good nights rest ensued, and time for a couple more pubs before my train home, 
so armed with a tube pass I set off to Smithfield Meat market. I found a Fullers Pie & 
Ale House called the Butchers Hook & Cleaver!! Chiswick Bitter and Discovery 
were tops (Historical Note: Outside this pub a few years back, Scottish hero 
William Wallace was hung, drawn and quartered. A Bit Painful!!). Final stop was 
next to Euston Station, the Head of Steam, and from a choice of 10 ales I plumped 
for Bateman's XB and a lunch of Thai Fish Cakes. And sadly that was it, time to 
head off home, in fact Armageddon it outta here (groan!)

ROCK N ROLL & REAL ALE

Tim Spitzer
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OUT & ABOUT

That elusive thing
The perfect pint !

The CAMRA boys sampling 
a few brews at

Peterborough Beer Festival

The locals enjoying
a summers evening at 
the Ouse Sailing Club.

The crowds at Cambridge
Beer Festival - sheltering

from the downpour!

Andrea pouring
the ciders at Cambridge

main pic
KRAKOW (Poland)

Rynek Glowny
(Grand Square)



Late May Bank Holiday weekend saw West Norfolk CAMRA venture into 
Cambridge for a crawl - dubbed my “Freedom Crawl” after my recent divorce 
from the now ex-Mrs Chairman! The weather didn't dampen our spirits, as it 
poured down till late afternoon.

The first three pubs were around or just off Mill Road; in an area we call the 
“Golden Triangle”. We begun with the brilliant Live and Let Live, a superb 
backstreet local and I tried a tasty Mighty Oak East Coast Ale followed by the 
equally superb Banks & Taylor Black Dragon Mild. Next was another superb free 
house as we descended upon the Kingston Arms with its bewildering range of 12 
ales to choose from  I tried some yummy Oakham JHB and Caledonian Dr Bob also 
very good. The final “Golden Triangle” pub was the Cambridge Blue on Gwydir 
Street, not only great ale and food but also one of two non-smoking pubs in 
Cambridge. A drop of Potton Village Bike slipped down nicely here along with a 
Veggie Chilli. A walk via the Grafton Centre to yet another wonderful pub which 
may be small in size but makes up for it with loads of character, the St Radeghund
where I enjoyed a pint of Milton Habit whilst chatting with the “boss” Terry.

After 4 pubs it was time for our “Glastonbury Moment”, a visit to the 2006
Cambridge Beer Festival which took place in a large marquee on Jesus Green. Due to 
the constant heavy rain the whole place resembled a mud bath (the shoes went in 
the washing machine on returning home!!). We spent a couple of pleasant hours 
here in the crowded marquee (normally people are basking outside in the May 
sunshine). We spied our branch colleagues Andrea and Ian working seamlessly 
behind the bar. I tried Oakham Harlequin, Vale Black Beauty, Cairngorm Black 
Gold and Loddon Hoppit. Full marks to the Cambridge branch for putting on such a 
superb event!!

As we left the festival it finally stopped raining, though the bottom of my jeans 
turned from Blue to Brown! Our next stop, The Mitre, dissapointingly had no real 
ale so we quickly made our way to The Castle, an Adnams house with guest ales. I 
washed down my Moroccan Chicken & Couscous with a pint of Adnams Explorer.
Next was an unscheduled stop at The Fountain for a pint of City of Cambridge 
Hobson's Choice  very good! Time was 
running out so one final pit stop in the 
wonderfully named Flying Pig (no police 
helicopter jokes please) which is a “spit 
and sawdust” style pub  a drop of London 
Pride finished the day off nicely!!

JUST DRINKING IN THE RAIN (& MUD!)

Landlords & other interested parties
please contact Stewart on - 01842 811539

Whole Page by Arrangement
Half Page  £50

Quarter Page  £39

ADVERTISING RATES

Full artwork
facilities available
Prices on Enquiry
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Chairman Tim Spitzer
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The competition in the last edition of Cask Force (55) was won by Les Brockhurst 
of North Wootton, who picked up his copy of the magazine in the Kings Head in 
Great Bircham and sent in the correct answer, which was ‘Banks’

For Your chance to win a copy of the CAMRA Good Beer Guide, send your answer to 
the question below to the following address. Cask Force, 91 Tennyson Road, Kings 
Lynn, Norfolk, PE30 5NG, or email j.hoyle@eidosnet.co.uk. Don’t forget to include 
your name and address and where you picked up your copy of Cask Force. Good 
Luck.

The Question – home brew pubs have appeared all over Britain in the last few 
years, but the rest of the world are catching up. All we want to know is which 
city is the home brew pub shown in the picture below. A couple of clues – they 
brew a special seasonal beer flavoured with maple syrup, and it can be found
close to a large river, just below the Plains of Abraham.

CF 56 COMPETITION

Win a copy of the latest Good Beer Guide and one 
year’s subscription to  CASK FORCE

send your entries with you address to:

91 Tennyson Road, Kings Lynn, Norfolk PE30 5NG.

CF-56
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Where is it?
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Why note come & enjoy
some lovely food in
our new restaurant

01485 570345
01485 579492

Tel:

Fax:

The Stammers Family welcome you to

THE
ANGEL INN

FREEHOUSE

(17th Century former Coaching Inn)

Tel: 01953 717963
Fax: 01953 718561

LARLING , NORFOLK, NR16 2QU

Open All Day Every Day
Morning Coffee

Excellent Home Cooked Meals Available
From Our Award Winning Kitchen

Non-Smoking Restaurant & Breakfast Room
Cosy Lounge & Public Bar with Open Fires

Five Real Ales. Adnams & 4 Guests. Including Mild
Large Beer Garden with Play Area

Plenty Off Road Parking
Comfortable En-Suite Accommodation

Camping and Caravanning Available On Our
'ANGEL MEADOW TOURING
CARAVAN & CAMPING PARK'

With Electrical Hook Up Points & Shower Facilities

Beer Festival: August 2-4th 2007

A11

1
B1
11

To WATTON

I
To NORW CH

To H T OT E F RD

ASo E TT
HA NGIRL

T EH
N LA GE INN

HOW I US:TO NDF

N OA G L MEAD WE
U C A ATO RIN AR V NG
D C P KAN A ING PARM

Beer of the Festival: 2006
CROUCH VALE BREWERS GOLD
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01953 881592

Over 200 Wines and
more than 120 Bottled Beers
available from both the UK

and Abroad
also Real Traditional Cider

REAL ALE
STRAIGHT FROM

THE CASK

80 High Street, Watton,
Norfolk  IP25 6AH

Open 7 Days 9am-9pm

Breckland
Wines

“Put together by CAMRA, it's the definitive rundown of the best places in the 
UK to get a pint of real ale, from cosy country inns to upmarket style bars.” - 
Time Out

The 34th edition of the Good Beer Guide is now available so order your copy of 
this well-loved Guide today. Save up to £4.99 if you are a CAMRA member by 
purchasing your copy from the CAMRA online shop thanks to our discounted 
online prices. 

With over 4,500 full pub entries you will never be far from a good pint with the 
Good Beer Guide to hand! 

The Good Beer Guide is more than just a pub guide. It is Britain's longest-
running and best-selling guide containing Britain's best pubs for real ale. It's 
compiled by over 3,000 dedicated CAMRA volunteers. There are no fees for 
listings, and every pub is checked throughout the year.
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CAMRA NORFOLK
PUB OF THE YEAR
CAMRA NORFOLK
PUB OF THE YEAR

In 2003In 2003

Various Bottled Belgian Beers
Plus

Leffe Blonde
Timmermans Peche
& Liefmans Kriek

ON DRAFT!

2 & 4 PINT carryouts
now available.

Traditional pub games
Cycle parking.

Various Bottled Belgian Beers
Plus

Leffe Blonde
Timmermans Peche
& Liefmans Kriek

ON DRAFT!

2 & 4 PINT carryouts
now available.

Traditional pub games
Cycle parking.
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ICENI BEERS ON TOUR
3, Foulden Road, Ickburgh, Thetford Norfolk IP26 5HB

Tel: 01842 878922 Fax: 01842 879626

ICENIBREWE@AOL.COM

CEI NI

WEB ER YR
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You can now brew your own top 
quality beer at home by simply 
brewing from a Muntons beer kit.
Muntons beer kits are made from 
100% pure hopped malt extract 
without inferior additives or barley 
syrup - 
Beer kits designed to emulate some 
of the greatest beer styles ever 
made.
If you haven’t tried making beer 
yourself now is an excellent time to 
start. Why not call into one of our 
local specialist shops and start 

MAKE GREAT
BEER AT HOME

Breckland Homebrew
(Home delivery service only)

PO Box 206
Bury St. Edmunds,
Suffolk IP33 1YX
(01359) 232294

Harts Homebrew
20 Bury Street
Stowmarket

Suffolk  IP14 1HH
(01449) 675918

Barleycorn
30 Market Place

Mildenhall
Suffolk

(01638)712877

Market Place Wine Shop
Market Place
Halesworth

Suffolk  IP19 8BB
(01986) 872563



As summer approaches each year, we resolve to make the best of it. This year, we 
took advantage of some fine weather to get out and about to a few places we rarely 
visit.

Our first trip took us to the Swan at Fincham where we were impressed by the 
authentic Thai food, and the Greene King beer. Coupled with the pleasant service, 
this is on the list for a future visit. Just down the road is Timbers, which is a modern 
motel with a comfortable bar. Sitting on the comfortable sofa with a good pint, 
watching a world cup game seemed like an ideal way to spend a summer evening. 
On the way home we stopped at the Jolly Brewers at Shouldham, where a rather 
desperate karaoke artist was trying to drum up a bit of enthusiasm from the various 
youngsters drinking bottled lager. The one hand pump dispensed beer of rather 
doubtful pedigree, and we soon left. Down the road at the Dray and Horses in 
Tottenhill, there was also a karaoke in full flow, but here a mixed age crowd of 
locals were entering into the spirit of the evening with gusto, and having a great 
time. Again there was a solitary hand pump on the bar, and the Greene King IPA
had seen better days, but it was changed with good grace, and it was well worth 
drinking a pint of John Smiths for the atmosphere in the place.

Other trips out included my first ever visit to the Blue Bell at Stoke Ferry, where one 
end of the bar has been transformed into a dining area. Three beers were on offer,
and the quality was extremely good. The food was good value and filling, and if you 
can tolerate the rather poor language, which drifted over from the local’s end of the 
bar, this is a good choice for a meal.

In the past our trips to Gayton have ended in the Crown, so we thought it was time 
to try the Rampant Horse. A good value Sunday lunch with very drinkable beer 
made this a worthwhile visit. There is a large garden ideal for the summer, and 
whilst it doesn’t have the charm of the Crown the local villagers have two decent 
pubs on their doorstep, which must be almost unique in West Norfolk.

Out in Congham we had heard that the Anvil had been taken over again, so we 
popped out for a meal. The restaurant was booked up, which has to be a good sign, 
and the beer was in good condition, so a repeat trip is in order. Instead we went 
down to the Three Horseshoes at Roydon, where the beer gets better and better. It is 
also an increasingly interesting selection, with Workie Ticket from the north east 
one of the recent offerings.

We have made very few of the many Beer Festivals, which have taken place over the 
summer, but a final word for the Stuart House in Kings Lynn. The beer list was full 
of award winning beers from famous breweries. Not the best selection for the beer 
tickers, but heaven for the discerning drinker. The weather was super, and a fine 
crowd of drinkers were attracted. An excellent event

REAL ALE RAMBLINGS
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Jeff Hoyle
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ATF CE AH TT FREE MOUSE!
CAMRA’S PUB OF THE YEAR AGAIN!

“Real Ales for Real Drinkers”
49 West End Street Norwich

01603 624364
www.fatcatpub.co.uk

GOOD
BEER
GUIDE
2007

NOW OPEN
THE SHED

Lawson Road
01603 413153

Up to 30  Traditional
Bitters, Porters, Milds

and Stouts from around
the UK and Eire - mostly

gravity served direct 
from the tap room

30  Bottled Belgian Beers
& 6 on Draught!
Extensive Wine List

including 12 Fruit Wines
Continental Lagers

4-pint and 2-pint jugs to take away.
Plus 17 pint tappits & 34 pint polypins
all at short notice for your BBQ/party

Please phone for details.

20041998
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VVictory Inn Clenchwarton

BAR SNACKS
Open log fires
Large car park
Beer Garden

B.B.Q. (Also for Hire)
Pool Table

Elgood’s Cambridge
& Golden Newt

PLUS 2/3 Guest Ales
available each week.

all this and... Monthly Quiz Nights!

Tel: 01553 660682

SEEK OUT
ADNAMS
ALL
OVER
NORFOLK.



COPY DATE FOR CF 57
All articles/adverts to be received by 10th October 2006

21st-24th September
23rd Ipswich Beer Festival
Corn Exchange, Ipswich

Tel: 01473 411483

24th-29th October
28th Norwich Beer Festival

St Andrews & Blackfriars Hall
Norwich

www.norwichcamra.org.uk

1st-3rd December
Harwich & Dovercourt Beer Festival

Town Hall, Dovercourt

TRADING STANDARDS
If you are unhappy about

short measures,
misleading notices,
lack of a price list

or the service in a pub
you can contact

Trading Standards at
County Hall, Norwich NR1 2UD

IS PUBLISHED BY
West Norfolk CAMRA
Correspondence to:

CAMRA Editors,
23 Stuart Close, Brandon,

Suffolk IP27 0HB

NOTICEBOARD

14th February 2006
Albion, Thetford
01842 XXXXXX

NORWICH XMAS PUB CRAWL

Saturday 17th December

Our Annual Christmas Crawl will 
start at The Angel Gardens, Angel 
Road 11am, then Whalebone 1145; 
Duke of Wellington 1230; The Shed 

1330; Dyers Arms 1415; Magpie 
1500; Plasterers 1545; Kings Head 

1630; Ribs of Beef 1715 etc 

Please check our Website for 
full details of itinerary:

www.camra.org.uk/wnorfolk

BRANCH
MEETINGS (All 8pm)

SOCIAL
EVENTS

10th January 2006
Folgate Inn, Stradsett
Tel: 01366 XXXXXX

13th December 2005 
Union Jack, Roydon

01366 XXXXXX

CAMRA APPROVED
BEER FESTIVALS

CF-56
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PRODUCED BY SPC PRINTERS LTD 01842 775002 - SALES@SPCPRINTERS.CO.UK

VIEWS EXPRESSED WITHIN ARE NOT NECESSARILY THOSE OF THE EDS OR OF CAMRA LTD.

• Rural location just off  A1065 Swaffham-
Brandon  road.
Look for sign
• Real beams, log fires and
olde worlde charm
• Three Bars, two Family Rooms, Games 

• Adnams, Broadside, Greene King IPA,
Windy Miller and Two Guest Real Ales
• Excellent bar meals - luncheons and 
evenings
•Children welcome - large Beer Garden 
with play area

WATER END •GREAT CRESSINGHAM •SWAFFHAM-WATTON TEL: (01760) 756232

THE WINDMILL INN Great CressinghamTHE WINDMILL INN Great CressinghamTHE WINDMILL INN Great Cressingham


